
New Syphilis Content Available on
HIV.gov
Syphilis increases a person’s chance of getting or transmitting HIV, and having HIV can make
syphilis harder to treat.
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In light of rising cases of syphilis in the U.S. and the intersection between syphilis and HIV, HIV.gov
has posted a new page on syphilis and people with HIV to our consumer-focused HIV Basics pages.
Syphilis and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are hitting our nation hard.

A 2023 report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) showed that in a single
year (2020-2021), reported U.S. syphilis cases increased nearly 32% for combined stages of the
infection. Syphilis disproportionately impacts gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men
(MSM), a population also disproportionately impacted by HIV. In 2021, 36% of cases of primary and
secondary (P&S) syphilis—the most infectious stages—were among MSM.

Syphilis increases a person’s chance of getting or transmitting HIV, and while syphilis is treatable
and curable, having HIV can make syphilis harder to treat, especially if the person has advanced or
untreated HIV.

As the National HIV/AIDS Strategy notes, syphilis is part of the syndemic of HIV, sexually
transmitted infections (STIs), viral hepatitis, and substance use disorders—a set of linked health
conditions that intersect in populations and exacerbate their effects. To be successful in
addressing these issues, our efforts must go beyond disease-specific responses to identifying and
addressing root causes such as lack of stable housing, food, or health care; unemployment; and
other social determinants of health.

Read and share the new page to help increase awareness of syphilis in the HIV community, reduce
the incidence of new syphilis cases, increase the number of people who access syphilis testing and
treatment, and reduce new HIV transmissions.

Learn More

HIV.gov - Syphilis and People with HIV

CDC.gov - Syphilis Fact Sheets and Other Content

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services - STI National Strategic Plan

http://beta.docker.poz.com/blogger/hivdotgov
https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/staying-in-hiv-care/other-related-health-issues/syphilis/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/s0411-sti.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/newsroom/fact-sheets/std/std-us-2021.html#affected-by-STDs
https://files.hiv.gov/s3fs-public/NHAS-2022-2025.pdf
https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/staying-in-hiv-care/other-related-health-issues/syphilis/
https://www.cdc.gov/std/syphilis/stdfact-syphilis-detailed.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/programs/topic-sites/sexually-transmitted-infections/plan-overview/index.html


This blog post was published December 5, 2023, on HIV.gov.

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.
http://beta.docker.poz.com/blog/new-syphilis-content-available-hivgov

https://www.hiv.gov/blog/new-syphilis-content-available-on-hiv-gov/

