
It’s About Hope
November 3, 2008 By Peter Staley

I got choked up reading this op-ed in the Christian Science Monitor written by Jonathan Curley, a banker
who “voted for George H.W. Bush twice and George W. Bush once.”

It’s worth reading the whole thing, but here’s the part that tells me Obama will win tomorrow:

So you can imagine my surprise when my wife
suggested we spend a Saturday morning canvassing for
Obama. I have never canvassed for any candidate. But I
did, of course, what most middle-aged married men do:

what I was told.

...Instead of walking the tree-lined streets near our
home, my wife and I were instructed to canvass a
housing project. A middle-aged white couple with
clipboards could not look more out of place in this

predominantly black neighborhood.

We knocked on doors and voices from behind carefully
locked doors shouted, “Who is it?”
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“We’re from the Obama campaign,” we’d answer. And
just like that doors opened and folks with wide smiles

came out on the porch to talk.

Grandmothers kept one hand on their grandchildren and
made sure they had all the information they needed for

their son or daughter to vote for the first time.

Young people came to the door rubbing sleep from their
eyes to find out where they could vote early, to make

sure their vote got counted.

We knocked on every door we could find and checked
off every name on our list. We did our job, but Obama

may not have been the one who got the most out of the
day’s work.

I learned in just those three hours that this election is
not about what we think of as the “big things.”

...I’ve learned that this election is about the heart of



America. It’s about the young people who are losing
hope and the old people who have been forgotten. It’s
about those who have worked all their lives and never

fully realized the promise of America, but see that
promise for their grandchildren in Barack Obama. The
poor see a chance, when they often have few. I saw

hope in the eyes and faces in those doorways.

Hat tip: Andrew Sullivan’s The Daily Dish
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