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Into The Blue Unknown

August 18, 2008 By David Weiss

This Thursday | am leaving New York. | am leaving the home that | have known for 35 years, and
the life that | have been living there.

| will have existed here on this Earth for 58 years this November. By my own reckoning, | will have
been sharing this body - this creation of flesh and muscle and bone - with HIV and Hepatitis C for
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half that time.

None of us knows how much time we have in life. We can never know what winds may carry us or
kill us. For too many of us, each day?s existence is struggle to survive. While I sit here in comfort
and privilege, typing out words so that others may know who | was, to help you laugh in the night
when you are there alone, to help you forget, even for a moment, your own losses, your own pain -
millions of people around the world fight for each breath, each sound, each smile.

While others still suffer, 1?1l be flying to the South China Sea. Not long ago (only two months ago,
to be precise) | met a woman online who, like you and I, lives with HIV. I?ll be writing more about
her, and about our life on her island, in the days to come. | haven?t severed all of my ties to
Gotham yet - whatever wisdom that I1?ve acquired during my privileged life has taught me never to
act on impulse and I?ll be back in New York next month, after I?ve decided exactly what it is that |
have to do, not only for she and I, but for others. If | decide to return to her island and remain
there, it will be the most important decision that | have ever made, and | can only hope that
whatever | do decide will be right. I'll be writing from there (or wherever life takes me) and God
(and the Poz/Aidsmeds staff) willing, I'll find a few inspired words now and then to share with you.
Wish me luck.

Read about me at http://www.davidweissny.com
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