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Honoring My Gay Brother on 'LGBT
Elders Day’

It's no surprise to me that the two causes | am most passionate about, HIV and addiction — the
two issues that drive my activism — are both things that my older brother, Richard “Dick” King,
cared about first. He showed me the way.

May 16th marked the third annual “National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day,” and | was given the
perfect opportunity to honor my brother at an event sponsored by The LGBT Health Resource
Center of Chase Brexton Health Care in Baltimore, MD. It was a privilege to be asked to speak as
part of their storytelling event, “The Elder Who Made a Difference in My Life.”

Check out the video above, in which | tell our story, with a helpful assist from the man of the hour
himself.

As | explain in my remarks:

Dick is thirteen years older. So, by the time | was a few
years old, he was gone, off to pursue his dreams as an
actor is New York and Los Angeles.

In 1980, | moved to Los Angeles too, and it was then,
when | was in my early 20s, that | finally got to know my
brother. His life was everything | hoped for myself. He
had a career, a home, and a wonderful, handsome
partner named Emil. Dick and Emil were role models for

what my life as a gay man could be.,


http://beta.docker.poz.com/blogger/mark-s-king

And then AIDS happened. Emil got sick in 1986, but his
diagnosis just made them both angry, and they fought
hard. They were the first AIDS activists | have ever
known.

In October of 1989, Emil died. It changed my brother
forever. For a while, | was the big brother. | started my
own AIDS activism, and it would last the rest of my life.
The loss of Emil led to my brother’s addiction to drugs
and alcohol. After a few years, he pulled out of that,
about the time | was in the depths of my own addiction.
Through his patience and example | was able to begin
my road to recovery.

So today, | honor the elder that faced down the tragedy
of AIDS and taught me courage and hope. | honor the
elder that faced down addiction and taught me that he
could be clean and sober for 23 years and counting. |
honor my brother, who showed me how to be the man |
have always dreamt of being, because he was that man
first.

And we have a message for you. It doesn’t matter how
you contribute. Write a letter. Call your elected official.



March. Protest. Fight HIV stigma. Reach out to someone
who is dealing with addiction and needs help.
It doesn’t matter what you do. Just. Do. Something.

My deep thanks to the event organizers, and my heartfelt congratulations to the other storytellers
and their honorees.

Jasmine Pope honored Shielia Doone-Dow, Jillian Silveira honored Richard Wilson, Kenneth
Morrison honored Cleo Manago, Lori McPherson honored Glenda Rider, and Kevin Brown honored
Calvin Tolbert. The master of ceremonies was Lamont Bryant, and the event was held at The
Single Carrot Theatre.

Have you hugged an LGBT elder today, or thanked them for paving the way for you?
| do hope | hear the sound of you making a phone call.
Mark

p.s. One of my favorite videos of Dick and myself is the “It Gets Better” video we produced in
2010. It was selected as one of The Advocate Magazine’s favorites among the thousands of videos
produced for that world-changing social media campaign.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJLK_Y1HBUw&t=3s

