
HIV Unmuted - The Breaking Science
From IAS 2023
In this episode of HIV unmuted, the award-winning IAS podcast, we take a deep dive into the
breaking science being released at IAS 2023, the 12th IAS Conference on HIV Science, and
explain why these breakthroughs are so important for people living with and affected by HIV.
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Set in Australia, a country that is closing in on the elimination of HIV transmission, the conference
highlights the latest research, including more hope for an HIV cure, expanding prevention options
and insights into mpox. Guests also help us understand exciting studies on prevention strategies
for cardiovascular disease and post-treatment control of HIV in children who are treated early on.

These studies move us in the right direction. Yet, as our last guest makes clear, scientific
advances alone can only get us so far. We must address persisting inequalities that remain in the
HIV response. And we must put people first.

Meet our guests:

Gracia Violeta Ross Quiroga, Programme Executive at the World Council of Churches, describes
the potential life-changing impact the cutting-edge research has on herself and other people
living with HIV. She tells us what it was like to grow up in a conservative Bolivia in the early
2000s without access to life-saving HIV treatment. 

Sharon Lewin, IAS President, IAS 2023 International Chair and Director of the Peter Doherty
Institute for Infection and Immunity, helps us understand the scientific significance of the
breaking science. 

James Ward, a Pitjantjatjara and Nukunu man, who is also an infectious diseases epidemiologist
and the Director of the Poche Centre for Indigenous Health at the University of Queensland, tells
us why the latest science doesn’t always reach vulnerable communities.
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