
Too Hot: HIV/AIDS in the South
July 6, 2015 By Oriol R. Gutierrez Jr.

The July/August 2015 issue of POZ magazine is online.

Here’s an excerpt from my editor’s letter:

So I admire people who take the heat--literally and
figuratively--every day in the Southern United States,

the hot spot domestically for HIV/AIDS. It is no
exaggeration to say that the South, on virtually any bad

HIV/AIDS statistic you can think of, is sadly at or near
the top of the list.

Despite the heat, there are bright spots in the fight
against the virus in the South. A peer-to-peer program

at AIDS Alabama called Living Well is one excellent
example. The program employs HIV-positive advocates
to help break down barriers to care and treatment for

fellow HIV-positive people.
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Three of these peer advocates grace our cover--Andrew
Ballard, Debra Richards and Tommy Williams. Their

journeys living with the virus are in themselves
inspiring, but their commitment to helping others with
HIV/AIDS is uplifting. Click here to read more on them

and the Living Well program.

To read my complete letter from the editor, click here.
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