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Health & Human Services Backs Blood
Ban

Shawn Decker

Late on Friday, a Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee voted 9-6 in favor of
keeping the ban on gay and bisexual men from being allowed to donate blood. Senator
John Kerry had led the surge to have the ban lifted, and said that the ban prevents
access to “blood that could save lives” and discriminates “not because they have
engaged in highly risky behavior, but because they are gay.”

Proving myself to be a red sheep, my attitude differs from many of my thinblooded brothers and
sisters. Turns out that hemophilia patient groups have come out in support of keeping the ban,
which was set in place in the mid-80’s, when there was an absolute need for the ban and an
assessment of blood safety concerns, a process which moved along very slowly at the cost of
thousands of lives.

At the time, the blood ban wasn’t discriminatory, it was a necessary. A safeqguard based on what
was known at the time: that gay men were being disproportionately affected by a virus, which
gave them something in common with the hemophilia community who were also being infected
through tainted blood products. Around the same time that the ban was put in place, the first
antibody test for HIV was approved.

Science has come a long way since those frightening times and, these days, the blood ban is as
out-of-date as the hairstyles of the mid-80’s... Williamsburg/Brooklyn hipsters notwithstanding.

| understand the scars the thinblood community has collected; the 1970’s were bell-bottoms and
hepatitis B. The 1980’s brought HIV and the 1990’s were the decade of C+C Music Factory and
hepatitis C. And I've gotten every souvenir offered by my reliance on blood products. So |
understand the deep mistrust of the blood industry. But | am also a believer in science and
moving forward. I'm with the Red Cross and their opinion that that blood ban needs to be
repealed.

It seems like the ball may not bounce that way, as it's assumed that the FDA will follow the HHS's

vote when it comes time to make a decision on whether or not to lift the ban, which deeply upsets
me. | think screening should be based on sexual practices, not sexual orientations. It just seems

so backwards and wrong at this point.
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Hate to start the week with a bummer of a post. I'll try to dig up something fun for the next entry,
all the while hoping that the voices of reason prevail now... just as they did twenty-five years ago
when the tough decision to put the blood ban in place was made.

Positively Yours,
Shawn

Watch, Friend and Follow me on:

YouTube, Facebook and Twitter

Website: ShawnandGwenn.com Also check out the lovely Gwenn’s Fashion/Coffee Blog

Like what you’ve read? Then buy me an iced mocha or check out my new CD: Synthetic
Division, A Symptom of Life, which is now on iTunes!

SHARE THE BLOG. NOT THE VIRUS.

(]

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.

http://beta.docker.poz.com/blog/health-human-service


http://youtube.com/user/mypetvirus
http://facebook.com/shawndecker
http://twitter.com/shawndecker
http://shawnandgwenn.com/
http://alattestyle.tumblr.com/
http://deckersdaily.tumblr.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/a-symptom-of-life/id376183083
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20

