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When [ first heard that the Chinese government was promoting safer sex at the 2008 Olympic Games by
distributing information and condoms in hotels throughout Beijing, | was psyched (yeah, | know, I?m so
780s). (Read the story here: http://www.asiacatalyst.org/DJpr0808.htm! and and
http://www.abcnews.go.com/Blotter/story?id=56038308&page=1). Their reasoning? They want to
crackdown on potential protesters. Detainees will not be allowed to leave the country while the Olympics
are taking place. Which begs the question of whether the Chinese still fear that admitting that they have
an AIDS epidemic will taint their reputation.

?None of the Asia Catalyst fellows planned to speak to the media or protest while overseas,? Meg Davis
of Asia Catalyst said. ?As always, Chinese authorities generate more bad press when they detain
peaceful AIDS advocates than when they simply allow them to get on with their work.?

One of the AIDS advocates who was kept from traveling is Duan Jun?the 35-year-old founder of AIDS Care
Home (?777), an organization in Henan province providing support to children affected by AIDS. He has
been prominent as a national advocate of AIDS treatment access, and as a representative to the Country
Coordinating Mechanism of the Global Fund to Combat AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

A good friend of my family was an executive for Johnson & Johnson during the time when someone
tampered with Tylenol. Do you remember the hysteria? His approach to the news?which is now a case
study at many famous business schools?was to embrace the truth that someone had messed with
Tylenol and, in order to protect the American people, yank every single bottle of Tylenol off the shelf. It
cost J&) millions both in the wasted product and in the expense of replacing it. But, in the end, admitting
that there was a tainted product and owning the truth that these things happen and openly dealing with
it, they possibly saved countless lives. And, ironically, in what could have been a trust-eroding episode,
J&) secured the people?s belief in their brand; they are still one of the most trust-worthy American brands
today.

Perhaps the Chinese government should consider the impact of what it does to their public face when
they punish and detain those who are trying to help the people that The People?s government has so
long ignored. Perhaps they should study the Tylenol case and imagine how much better they might look
if they embraced the fact that AIDS is an epidemic in China, and if they were willing to focus as much on
treatment as they seem to be on prevention.
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http://www.poz.com/articles/olympic_aids_prevention_1_15145.sh</a>).%20After%20all,%20this%20is%20the%20country%20that%20turned%20a%20blind%20eye%20for%20years%20to%20the%20spread%20of%20HIV%20via%20its%20HIV-tainted%20blood%20supply,%20caused%20by%20the%20sharing%20of%20needles%20and%20the%20re-injection%20of%20blood%20products%20in%20the%20early%20?90s.%20I%20thought%20that%20perhaps%20having%20the%20eyes%20of%20the%20world%20on%20them%20had%20forced%20the%20Chinese%20to%20look%20at%20themselves%20and%20see%20that%20their%20approach%20to%20AIDS%20was%20wrong.%20In%20the%20name%20of%20trying%20to%20save%20face%20by%20ignoring%20their%20AIDS%20epidemic,%20they%20have%20killed%20millions,%20and%20probably%20caused%20millions%20more%20to%20become%20sick.<br%20/>%20<br%20/>%20It?s%20hard,%20as%20an%20American%20(no%20matter%20how%20we%20criticize%20any%20of%20our%20incumbent%20governments)%20to%20appreciate%20the%20freedom%20we%20have%20to%20try%20to%20hold%20our%20government%20to%20standards%20unless%20you%20travel%20the%20world%20and%20see%20how%20little%20freedom%20others%20have%20to%20contest%20how%20they%20are%20governed.%20And%20especially%20as%20an%20American,%20it?s%20hard%20to%20believe%20that%20in%202008,%20some%20governments%20around%20the%20world%20are%20still%20getting%20away%20with%20bloody%20murder,%20literally.<br%20/>%20<br%20/>%20I%20struggled%20to%20believe%20that%20the%20modern%20Chinese%20were%20as%20repressive%20as%20they%20were%20rumored%20to%20be%20until%20last%20year%20when%20I%20interviewed%20Dr.%20Gao?an%20Henan-based%20ob/gyn%20who%20specializes%20in%20HIV%20care%20and%20is%20a%20formidable%20AIDS%20activist?for%20a%20POZ%20story%20last%20year.%20As%20I%20sat%20watching%20her%20sip%20hot%20waters%20and%20noodles%20(the%20only%20thing%20she%20has%20eaten%20for%20most%20of%20her%20adult%20life%20as%20her%20stomach%20became%20incapable%20of%20digesting%20food%20after%20years%20of%20eating%20next%20to%20nothing%20as%20she%20hid%20from%20government)%20telling%20stories%20of%20how%20she?d%20been%20held%20under%20house%20arrest%20for%20her%20work%20as%20an%20AIDS%20activist,%20I%20could%20see%20in%20her%20eyes?though%20her%20lips%20and%20her%20actions%20said%20she%20had%20no%20fear?that%20there%20was%20apprehension?of%20a%20real%20and%20present%20danger%20in%20her%20life%20caused%20by%20her%20government.<br%20/>%20<br%20/>%20But%20the%20recent%20news%20of%20the%20condoms%20and%20info%20in%20Beijing%20brought%20hope.%20It%20was%20the%20second%20time%20in%20the%20past%20year%20I?d%20heard%20that%20the%20Chinese%20tide%20seemed%20to%20be%20turning%20in%20favor%20of%20opening%20up%20to%20HIV%20prevention%20policies.%20Last%20year,%20L?Oreal%20was%20allowed%20to%20conduct%20an%20AIDS%20awareness%20program%20in%20salons%20throughout%20China.<br%20/>%20<br%20/>%20I%20thought,%20naively,%20that%20perhaps%20in%20the%20spotlight%20(of%20that%20Olympic%20torch!%20And%20all%20those%20firecrackers!%20Did%20you%20hear%20that%20according%20to%20NPR,%20the%20bulk%20of%20them%20were%20computer%20generated?)%20the%20Chinese%20government%20realized%20that%20they%20would%20save%20more%20face%20by%20appearing%20conscious%20of%20human%20rights%20and%20the%20need%20to%20protect%20their%20people%20than%20they%20would%20by%20trying%20to%20sweep%20their%20AIDS%20epidemic%20under%20the%20rug.<br%20/>%20<br%20/>%20That%20was%20until%20I%20read%20two%20separate%20reports%20of%20the%20Chinese%20government%20detaining%20AIDS%20activists%20who%20had%20been%20granted%20internships%20in%20other%20countries%20by%20a%20group%20called%20Asia%20Catalyst%20and%20locking%20up%20people%20living%20with%20HIV%20who%20were%20traveling%20to%20Beijing%20to%20protest.%20(Read%20them%20here:%20<a%20href=
http://www.abcnews.go.com/Blotter/story?id=56038308&page=1

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.
http://beta.docker.poz.com/blog/-when-i-first-h



