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CBSNewYork reports on the city’s first pot dispensary.

New York State started 2016 on a high note as it opened eight of 20 medical marijuana
dispensaries, CBSNewYork reports. One is located in Manhattan, on East 14th Street.

However, customers will not be smoking joints or eating pot brownies. That’s because New York
has some of the strictest regulations of the more than 20 states that medical marijuana. It restricts
the drug to extracted forms included, for example, in capsules or vaporizers—none that can be
smoked.

What’s more, only a few medical conditions quality for the pot program. They include AIDS,
cancer, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, epilepsy and some spinal cord injuries, CBS
reports.

Meanwhile, Curbed NY offers a look at the modern design behind the Columbia Care dispensary in
Manhattan, which was created by design firm RPG.

The key to the space is having an open concept with a sense of community and few barriers,
explained RPG’s CEO Bruce Teitelbaum.

“The touches of wood add a warm element, and the images in the waiting room and pharmacy
provide good deal of education so patients are able to learn on their own terms,” he told Curbed.
“All the elements we used underscore the organic nature of the product and the natural therapy
being provided.”

The photos below show the Columbia Care dispensary; they’re via RPG on Curbed NY:

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2016/01/07/ny-medical-marijuana-dispensaries-opening/
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2016/01/14/at_nycs_first_pot_dispensary_transparency_informs_a_modern_design.php
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