PO2Z|

HIV Still No Barrier to a Hep C Cure

November 14, 2016 By Benjamin Ryan

Yet another new hepatitis C virus (HCV) treatment has shown a near-perfect success rate in
treating people regardless of whether they have HIV.

A recent Phase Il trial of Gilead Sciences’ single-tablet hep C regimen Epclusa
(sofosbuvir/velpatasvir) included 106 U.S. residents with HCV who had a fully suppressed HIV viral
load thanks to antiretroviral treatment for the latter virus.

Epclusa was approved in June to treat genotypes 1 through 6 of hep C. However, this new trial
included only participants with genotypes 1 through 4; genotypes 5 or 6 are rare in the United
States.

Nearly one third of the participants had been treated for hep C before. Eighteen percent had
compensated cirrhosis.

After taking Epclusa for 12 weeks, 101 out of 106 of the participants, or 95 percent, were cured of
hep C. This success rate was similar to those seen among the HIV-negative participants of
previous studies.

According to the study’s lead author, Norbert Brau, MD, a professor of medicine at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York City, the study’s findings “definitely apply to those
with genotypes 5 and 6,” based on results from previous studies of HIV-negative people with these
genotypes and the fact that considerable research has shown that HIV has no bearing on hep C
treatment success rates.
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