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For the first time, President Barack Obama has laid out a detailed legislative proposal for health
care reform, sticking with the Democrat-supported Senate version of the plan while making
concessions to the House of Representatives version of the bill, The New York Times reports.
Obama released his proposal in anticipation of an all-day televised health care “summit” this
Thursday, February 25, at Blair House, the president’s guesthouse.

According to the article, the bill will aim to expand coverage to the uninsured while driving down
health insurance premiums. It will impose what the White House calls “common sense rules of the
road” for insurance companies, including an end to discrimination against people with pre-existing
conditions.

In addition, the proposal would help financially struggling states pay for Medicaid and eliminate
the “doughnut hole” coverage gap in Medicare’s prescription drug program.

Like the Senate version of the health reform bill, Obama’s proposal does not include a so-called
public option, or government-supported insurance plan, to compete with private companies.
Instead, Obama proposes state-based insurance exchanges, or marketplaces, as opposed to a
single national exchange, which was proposed by the House.

Click here to read Obama’s proposal.
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