
Fake News Alert: Eight Children
Contract HIV From Walmart Bananas
Politifact traces the history of this long-running internet hoax.

February 9, 2017

Here’s a fake news report that’s truly bananas: CNNews, a website designed to look like CNN, has
been running a story with the headline “‘HIV Virus’ Detected In Walmart Bananas After 10 Year Old
Boy Contracts The Virus.”

This is 100 percent fake. HIV absolutely cannot be spread by food because it can’t survive outside
the human body. Duh.

The CNNews story is not dated, but as Politifact reports, variations of this story have popped up on
the internet for several years and can possibly be traced to a Facebook post from November 2015
showing photos of red-streaked bananas that had allegedly been bought in Nebraska and were
injected with HIV-positive blood.

That photo in turn was traced to the Facebook account of a Colorado mother who was simply
concerned by the discoloration of her son’s bananas. She claims that Del Monte told her the red
spots were the result of a common bacteria.

Other versions of this story—or is it now an urban legend?—involve oranges shipped from Libya.

So how did Politifact rate this banana story on its Truth-o-Meter? Pants on Fire!

For other POZ articles debunking HIV-related falsehoods, read “Media Cooks Up Claim That Soy
Sauce Treats, Even Cures HIV,” “THC in Pot Affects Monkey SIV; Half-Baked HIV Reports Follow”
and “U.K. Papers Erroneously Report, Yet Again, That an HIV Cure Is Near.”

And to learn the actual facts about HIV, read the POZ Basics, including HIV Transmission and Risk.

http://www.politifact.com/punditfact/statements/2017/feb/06/cnnews3com/fake-news-claims-walmart-bananas-have-hiv-virus-ar/
https://www.poz.com/article/soy-sauce-erroneous-25608-4146
https://www.poz.com/article/soy-sauce-erroneous-25608-4146
https://www.poz.com/article/HIV-pot-25203-4178
https://www.poz.com/article/uk-papers-erroneously-report-yet-hiv-cure-near
https://www.poz.com/basics/hiv-basics
https://www.poz.com/basics/hiv-basics/hiv-transmission-risks
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