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Everyday - July/August 2019

Here are some important dates in AIDS history.

July 1, 2019 By Jennifer Morton

AIDS is an everyday experience. These dates represent milestones in the AIDS epidemic. Some
dates are known globally; others commemorate individual experiences. AIDS Is Everyday is an
ongoing art project produced in conjunction with Visual AIDS to help break down the silence,
shame and stigma surrounding HIV.

Add a date about your history with HIV to our online calendar here.

JULY


https://www.poz.com/iframe/aids-is-everyday-submission-form
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1 - The U.S. Public Health Service opens the National AIDS Hotline to respond to public inquiries
about the disease. By the end of the month, it receives 8,000 to 10,000 calls daily. (1983)

3 - The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves the first at-home HIV test. It provides
results within 40 minutes. (2012)






4 - Terrence Higgins is one of the first people in the United Kingdom to die of AIDS-related causes.
His friends create the Terrence Higgins Trust in his honor. Today, it's the leading HIV and AIDS
charity in the U.K. (1982)

17 - Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 is shot down while flying over eastern Ukraine, killing everyone
aboard, including six prominent scientists and AIDS activists on their way to the 20th International
AIDS Conference in Melbourne. (2014)

18 - A group of minority leaders meets with U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, MD, to discuss
concerns about HIV/AIDS in communities of color. The meeting marks the unofficial founding of the
National Minority AIDS Council. (1986)
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25 - San Francisco General Hospital opens Ward 5B, the first dedicated in-patient AIDS ward in
the United States. Within days, all of its 12 beds are occupied. (1983)

AUGUST
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1 - U.S. health officials declare the nation’s blood supply is free of the virus that causes AIDS
thanks to a new test that screens out contaminated blood. (1985)

5 - A federal judge orders Florida’s DeSoto County School Board to enroll brothers Ricky, Robert
and Randy Ray—all of whom are living with hemophilia and HIV—in school. After the ruling,
outraged residents refuse to allow their children to attend school, and on August 28, someone sets
fire to the Ray house, destroying it. (1987)

Istock

9 - Drug counselor David Purchase sets up the nation’s first needle-exchange program on a
sidewalk in Tacoma, Washington. Within five months, he exchanges 13,000 needles to prevent
HIV. (1988)

18 - The FDA sanctions the first human testing of a candidate vaccine against HIV. (1987)
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30 - Actor Michael Jeter (Evening Shade, Sesame Street) dies of AIDS-related causes. (2003)
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31 - The Pentagon declares that as of October 1, it will test all military recruits for HIV and reject
those who test positive for the virus. (1985)
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