
Direct Action
Protests serve to underscore the importance of vigilance in safeguarding the dignity, rights and
health of all Americans.

March 30, 2026 By Joe Mejía

On February 9, 2026, citing a policy directive that President Trump had issued a couple of weeks
earlier, National Park Service (NPS) officials removed the Pride flag from New York City’s Stonewall
National Monument, which marks the birthplace of the modern LGBTQ rights movement. The
directive had instructed the NPS that only the U.S. flag, certain agency flags and a few exceptions
could be flown on federal park flagpoles. But on February 13, city officials and activists, including
members of ACT UP and Gays Against Guns, hoisted a new Pride flag.

And on Tuesday, February 17, in Washington, DC, 25 demonstrators were arrested after
blockading the headquarters of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The date
marked the end of the public comment period for proposed HHS rules that would effectively ban
gender-affirming care for most trans youth. These rules would forbid hospitals that participate in
Medicaid and Medicare programs (virtually all hospitals) from providing puberty blockers, hormone
therapy or surgical procedures to trans youth. The blockade was spearheaded by the Gender
Liberation Movement with the participation of members of ACT UP New York and ACT UP
Pittsburgh.

These bold examples of direct action are a response to the Trump administration’s targeted
attacks against minority populations. The protests serve to underscore the importance of vigilance
in safeguarding the dignity, rights and health of all Americans. As long as those in power act
against the people, the people will keep acting up.



Protesters blocked the entrance to the Hubert H. Humphrey Building@framed.unrest/Instagram

Send your event photos to POZ at website@poz.com or tag us on Facebook, Instagram or X. For a
list of community events, visit poz.com/calendar.

© 2026 Smart + Strong All Rights Reserved.
http://beta.docker.poz.com/article/direct-action

mailto:website@poz.com
https://www.poz.com/events

