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Shortchanged

A 17-year veteran of HIV tries to cash in on health care reform’s “doughnut hole” fix and
Medicare’s coverage for facial fillers.

June 23, 2010 By David Capogna

Dollars to doughnut holes:

The Federal Government Health Care Reform Act, passed in March, promises that by 2020 it will
shut the so-called “doughnut hole”—the gap that opens up when a Medicare Part D participant
exceeds prescription coverage and doesn’t close until drug costs rise high enough to trigger
catastrophic coverage.

The doughnut hole costs money—lots of it. Under private insurance, my HIV meds were expensive.
But when | switched to Medicare, the costs grew. In 2009 | paid a $310 deductible plus just 25
percent of drug costs until | hit $2,830. Then | paid full price for drugs until my out-of-pocket costs
reached $6,440. At that point catastrophic coverage kicked in, covering my meds again. Even after
cashing in all my coins and subsisting on PB&J sandwiches, I still maxed out my credit cards.

The new health care reform throws a one-time $250 rebate to Medicare D recipients drowning in
the doughnut hole. Beginning next year, all our brand meds will be discounted at 50 percent
(meaning about $500 per month rather than $1,000 for my Truvada). Gradually the discounts will
grow, closing the doughnut hole by 2020. My only fear—a big one—is that the new law doesn’t
prevent drug companies from raising their prices.

Medicare fails to save (my) face:

In March, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that HIV-positive
Medicare participants who have facial wasting and are depressed as a result would be covered for
facial filler treatment with Radiesse or Sculptra, the two injectable FDA-approved fillers—effective
immediately. Suffering from lipodystrophy and glum, | thought I'd get a Sculptra touchup from my
Medicare participating dermatologist.

Medicare is like any insurance: Numbers rule. Pre-authorization numbers, billing code numbers,
referral numbers, mind-numbing numbers. It took awhile, but CMS has finally released the “J-
code” numbers for Radiesse and Sculptra reimbursement. For more information and to get the
billing codes, visit cms.gov/transmittals/downloads/R1972CP.pdf.
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