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N.M. Health Official Claims Condoms
Got Her Fired

May 31, 2012

Erin Bouquin, chief medical officer for the New Mexico Department of Health, claims she was
asked to resign after she gave a TV interview in which she advised teens to use condoms to
prevent sexually transmitted infections, The Associated Press (AP) reports. Bouquin alleges that
this is part of increased politicization of the department, citing an application for federal funding
focused on abstinence-only sex education. The governor’s office and the health department both
deny that Bouquin’s departure is related to the interview. Bouquin had been on the job only four
months and was still on probation.
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