
The 2023 POZ 100 C–F
This year’s POZ 100 celebrates the collective effort to end the HIV epidemic.
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Cascade AIDS Project

capnw.org

The Cascade AIDS Project (CAP) is the oldest and largest community-based provider of HIV
services, education, housing and advocacy in Oregon and Southwest Washington. The nonprofit
helps people living with HIV access essential medical care and secure housing and offers peer
support and other free services, including health insurance navigation, HIV and STI testing and
linkage to PrEP. Children living with and/or affected by HIV and AIDS can attend CAP’s Camp KC, a
free weeklong overnight camp supported by numerous donors and about 50 volunteers with a
background in mental health, social work or psychology. CAP’s Aging Well program is aimed at
supporting long-term survivors and other adults aging with HIV. CAP recently helped write Oregon
House Bill 2574, the first-ever legislation in the nation that clears barriers to emergency PEP for
HIV prevention.

Center for Black Health & Equity

centerforblackhealth.org
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The Center for Black Health & Equity (The Center) is a North Carolina–based nonprofit that
facilitates programs and services to benefit communities and people of African descent. The
Center advocates for equity-centered policies to address the social and economic injustices that
have given rise to the health disparities experienced by African Americans, especially concerning
tobacco control, COVID-19, HIV and AIDS, women’s health, cancer and mental health. It supports
anti-stigma campaigns and programs that educate African Americans about HIV testing, treatment
and living well with HIV. The Center provides consulting, training and technical assistance and
connections to expert speakers for talks and keynote speeches. In September, the Center hosted
its State of Black Health conference in Puerto Rico, where hundreds of community leaders and
equity advocates gathered to brainstorm ways to achieve health justice and equity.

Center for HIV Law and Policy

hivlawandpolicy.org
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The Center for HIV Law and Policy (CHLP) is a national resource and strategy center focused on
laws and policies that are guided by racial, gender and economic justice. It works to end stigma,
discrimination and violence toward people living with and affected by HIV, notably via its Positive
Justice Project, a national coalition of organizations and individuals working to end HIV
criminalization. CHLP teaches people about the HIV-specific statutes on the books in their state as
well as how to fight for their right to privacy. CHLP also advocates for policies that guarantee
comprehensive LGBTQ-affirming sexual health care for youth in government-operated and -
regulated facilities. 

Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus

chicagoblackgaymenscaucus.org

Founded in 2005, the Chicago Black Gay Men’s Caucus is the city’s only organization that focuses
exclusively on improving the health of Black gay, bi and same-gender-loving (GBSGL) men. One of
the group’s programs is The Prosperity Project, which was developed to improve representation by
GBSGL men in local community planning efforts as well as their experience with health care and

https://www.chicagoblackgaymenscaucus.org/


support services. The group hosts the Mind, Body and Soul Health and Wellness Circle, which is
accessible via a mobile app and supports efforts to engage GBSGL men in a range of health-
related services. Other programming includes group exercise classes, yoga, massage therapy and
nutrition and cooking classes. It also hosts LoveFest, an annual edutainment festival during which
attendees can access free health and wellness resources, including HIV and STI testing.

Community Health PIER

chpier.org

Founded by brother-and-sister duo Cedric and Gloria Sturdevant, Community Health PIER
(Prevention, Intervention, Education & Research) is dedicated to achieving health equity in rural
Mississippi communities by offering individuals numerous tools and resources to help them make
better-informed health choices. Using a holistic, hands-on approach to health, the nonprofit
organizes community health walks, hosts educational events and trains individuals in agriculture
via community gardens. Services it offers include HIV education, prevention and rapid testing as
well as breast and heart health awareness. Sadly, Gloria died this past August.

Cooperative Health HIV Program

cooperativehealthhiv.org
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Based in Columbia, South Carolina, the Cooperative Health HIV Program provides the full
continuum of health care services for men and women, infants, children and youth. Thanks to
funding from Ryan White Parts C and D, clients receive comprehensive, compassionate and
affordable health care services in a confidential family-centered setting. Services include
transportation, behavioral health counseling, housing support, medical case management, access
to PrEP and PEP, dental care, nutritional support, emergency financial assistance and more. As
proof of its commitment to the UNAIDS’s 90-90-90 targets (90% of people know their status, 90%
of those are on treatment and 90% of those are undetectable), by 2019, Cooperative Health had
linked 96% of its HIV patients to care.

The Denver Principles

poz.com/pdfs/denver_principles.pdf

In 1983, a group of people living with HIV gathered at the Fifth Annual National Lesbian and Gay

https://www.poz.com/pdfs/denver_principles.pdf


Health Conference in Denver and drafted a revolutionary document now known as The Denver
Principles. The manifesto condemned attempts to label people living with AIDS (PLWAs) as
“victims.” It outlined the rights of PLWAs as well as recommendations for health care professionals
and all others. The Denver Principles demanded that PLWAs be involved in every level of decision-
making regarding their health care. The principles launched the self-empowerment movement and
are as relevant today as they were in the ’80s.

Eagle Pass SAFE

epsafe.org

Eagle Pass SAFE (Sexuality Advocacy for Everyone) is an LGBTQ resource center located in Eagle
Pass, a town on the southwest Texas border. It’s the only organization in the rural area providing
HIV prevention and LGBTQ-affirming services. Its mission is “to build visibility as a social group,
build a stronger community and to celebrate diversity and gender variance.” The small-community
based group offers 24/7 crisis counseling and provides a guide of LGBTQ-inclusive businesses in
the area. It also sponsors the region’s annual Pride event and operates a donation center.

EDGE New Jersey

edgenj.org
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The mission of EDGE (End Discrimination. Gain Equality) New Jersey is to respond compassionately
and responsibly to those living with and at risk for HIV as well as members of the LGBTQ
community. To that end, it provides many supportive services that not only link individuals to care
but also help them stay in care. EDGE also offers an array of HIV prevention services, such as HIV
and STI education and counseling, mobile HIV testing, free condom distribution and access to PEP
and PrEP. Plus, Edge hosts numerous LGBTQ support groups for various age groups as well as
groups for long-term survivors and those newly diagnosed with HIV.

Eisenhower HIV Program

eisenhowerhealth.org/services/hiv

The HIV Program at Eisenhower Health provides comprehensive HIV primary care and offers
clinical, research and educational resources for people living with and at risk for HIV in California’s
Coachella Valley. Eisenhower uses advances in HIV treatment to sustain the best possible quality
of life for those in its care. Eisenhower frequently collaborates with other local nonprofits at
regional events to provide HIV-related resources, educational materials and referrals. This
December, the Eisenhower Health Inaugural HIV Interprofessional Symposium will provide

https://eisenhowerhealth.org/services/hiv/


education and training to health care professionals to better address the health care needs of
people living with HIV.

Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation 

pedaids.org

Founded in 1988 by Elizabeth Glaser and friends after Glaser’s daughter, Ariel, died of AIDS-
related causes—Glaser herself died of the disease in 1994—the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation has become a proven leader in the global fight to end HIV and AIDS and advocates for
every child to live a full and healthy life. With its expertise in service delivery, capacity building,
research and advocacy, the nonprofit is a leader in meeting the urgent needs of children with HIV
in the world’s most affected regions. It has helped reduce new HIV infections in children in the
United States by more than 95% and by more than half in children globally.

The Elizabeth Taylor AIDS Foundation 

elizabethtayloraidsfoundation.org
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Hollywood legend and influential early AIDS activist Elizabeth Taylor founded the Elizabeth Taylor
AIDS Foundation in 1991 to provide direct care to the most vulnerable people living with AIDS. The
ever-evolving nonprofit recently launched the “Stuck in the 1980s” campaign, which asks
members of the community to demand that legislators revisit laws (many of them passed in the
’80s) that criminalize HIV based on outdated science and assumptions. The group’s largest share
of funding supports youth HIV education and prevention efforts, especially in the South. The
nonprofit also funds mental health and wellness programs for U.S. women living with HIV, the
Elizabeth Taylor 50+ Network at the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and mobile clinics in Malawi.
Taylor’s grandchildren carry on her legacy by serving as ambassadors for the foundation.

Elton John AIDS Foundation

eltonjohnaidsfoundation.org

Launched in 1990 by the Rocket Man himself, the Elton John AIDS Foundation (EJAF) makes a
massive global impact. Its annual Academy Awards viewing party alone has raised over $90
million. In 2020, EJAF contributed $15 million to HIV causes, making it the fifth largest
philanthropic funder of HIV programs that year. Registered as separate U.S. and U.K. entities but
operating as one organization, EJAF funds programs and collaborates with local groups to prevent,
diagnose and treat HIV, notably among youth, LGBTQ people and people who use drugs. Recently,
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EJAF collaborated with Walmart to train specialty pharmacists, and the foundation backed
PrEP4All’s fight to launch a national PrEP program.

End HIV 901

endhiv901.org

Shelby County, Tennessee, which includes Memphis, is identified as one of the priority counties in
the federal Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) initiative. According to CDC data published in 2022, 
82% of newly diagnosed individuals were linked to care within a month of their diagnosis. End HIV
901 is a collaborative effort intended to lower new HIV infection rates by 90% or more by 2030.
Launched on social media in December 2020, End HIV 901 was awarded $12 million from the HHS
Minority HIV/AIDS Fund. It has set up a community advisory board, which will issue grants to
various local community groups focusing on four key strategies of the EHE’s A Plan for America:
Diagnose, Treat, Prevent and Respond. The End HIV 901 website includes technical assistance for
grant writing and a directory compiling HIV-related services and resources for other types of
support throughout Shelby County.

Ending the HIV Epidemic in the U.S.

cdc.gov/endhiv
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Launched in 2019 by President Donald Trump and coordinated by the Department of Health and
Human Services, the 10-year federal initiative Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) in the U.S. aims to
reduce new HIV infections by 75% by 2025 and by 90% by 2030. This would amount to fewer than
3,000 new HIV cases a year, according to the initiative, and would therefore meet the definition of
ending the epidemic. The strategy is to focus federal HIV investments in the 57 key states,
counties and cities that account for 50% of new HIV diagnoses. As we went to press, EHE’s future
was uncertain, as Republican Congress members were threatening to defund the program.

Equitas Health

equitashealth.com

http://equitashealth.com/


This Columbus, Ohio–based nonprofit community health care system is one of the nation’s largest
organizations catering to the LGBTQ and HIV communities, providing services to tens of thousands
of people in Ohio, Texas, Kentucky and West Virginia. Founded in 1984, it offers primary and
specialized medical care, a pharmacy, dentistry, mental health and recovery services, HIV and STI
treatment and prevention, access to PrEP and PEP, Ryan White HIV case management and
advocacy and other community health initiatives. The Equitas Health Institute also offers
training—online and in person—to organizations interested in creating more affirming
environments for LGBTQ people. Equitas Health is the producer and primary beneficiary of AIDS
Walk Ohio, which in the past eight years has raised $2 million for HIV-related services.

Fast-Track Cities

ftcinstitute.org

 

Using UNAIDS’s 90-90-90 initiative as a starting point, more than 500 cities and municipalities
across the world participate in the Fast-Track Cities initiative, with several more joining this World
AIDS Day, December 1. Mayors and other officials have joined four global partners (the
International Association of Providers of AIDS Care, UNAIDS, the United Nations Human
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Settlements Programme and the City of Paris) to get to zero new HIV infections and zero AIDS-
related deaths worldwide by signing a declaration to help achieve the initiative’s 95-95-95 target.
The goal is to get 95% of people living with HIV to know their status, 95% of people who know
their status on antiretroviral therapy and 95% of people on antiretroviral therapy to achieve a
suppressed viral load. A web portal allows cities to report on their progress. 

Funders Concerned About AIDS

fcaaids.org

http://fcaaids.org/


Since 1987, the mission of Funders Concerned About AIDS (FCAA) has been to inform, connect and
support philanthropic efforts in response to the global HIV pandemic. More than 50 foundations
and charities are FCAA members. The organization hosts an annual summit, monthly funder
events and working groups to help ensure community-led approaches are embedded into HIV-
informed funding. FCAA supports its members by helping to identify new opportunities for
collaboration and is a driver of increased resources to underfunded regions, populations and
interventions. The Philanthropic Support to Address HIV and AIDS is the group’s resource-tracking
report; it includes data on more than 5,000 grants in order to identify gaps, trends and



opportunities in HIV-related philanthropy.
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